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Dear Neighbors and Friends,
On May 20, Minnesota’s 90th Legislature
concluded its work for the year. We
addressed many challenges facing the
people of our state but much more work
needs to be done. Finding compromise under divided government is
difficult. This year proved no different.
The majority our work focused on public construction projects, taxes,
and a supplemental budget due to a $325 million surplus. We also
worked on elder abuse, opioids, MNLARS, and school safety. I am
disappointed there was not compromise on some of these matters
before our constitutional deadline. When I return to St. Paul in January
2019, I will work in good faith with a new Governor and Legislature to
find middle ground solutions that can move forward and pass.
It is truly an honor to serve our community. Thank you for giving
me the opportunity to represent you at our State Capitol. As always,
please do not hesitate to contact me if I can ever be of service.
Sincerely,

Kent Eken

Bonding Bill
As a member of the Capitol Investment Committee, I
participate in statewide tours and listen to public testimony
about the merits of public construction projects that are
requested by local governments. The Legislature received
$3.5 billion in requests for 2018, meaning there is a significant
backlog of maintenance. I am pleased that a bipartisan
coalition of lawmakers reached a compromise and passed
a bill that Governor Dayton signed into law. As a result, our
region is receiving a variety of benefits, including:
• $6 million for the 20/21st street underpass in Moorhead (in
addition to last year’s $42.3 million appropriation)
• $750,000 for the Becker County Solid Waste Facility
• $628,000 to redesign MSUM’s Weld Hall
• $20 million for statewide flood hazard mitigation grants
• $25 million for statewide school safety grants

Pensions
Pension reform marked the highlight
of bipartisan cooperation this year. The
Legislature used a shared-sacrifice approach
to ensure the long-term stability of public
pensions. Active employees, employers,
retirees, and the state are all part of the
solution. The compromise bill reduces
annual cost-of-living adjustments (COLAs) to
below 2% but allows flexibility for increases
to 1.5% over time. Contributions from
active employees and their employers are
increasing and the state is providing financial
assistance to school districts and other
public employers to reduce liabilities. The bill
passed unanimously in the Senate and near
unanimously in the House. Governor Dayton
signed the bill into law at a public signing
ceremony in the Capitol rotunda on May 30. It
was the last bill he took action on as Governor.

Elder Abuse
Addressing elder abuse is a priority for me. Last
year, the Governor convened a working group
of elder advocacy organizations in response
to media reports of abuse and neglect in
assisted living facilities and nursing homes
around the state. Lawmakers introduced a
bipartisan plan based on the working group’s
recommendations, but it never received a public
hearing. A watered-down version of the bill
advanced in the legislative process, but it allows
Minnesota to continue to be the only state that
does not license assisted living facilities.

Supplemental Budget

Much of the Legislature’s work was packaged in a
990-page supplemental budget bill. It contained
dozens of controversial policies that Governor Dayton
objected to, which factored into his veto decision. It is
unfortunate that many good ideas did not become law
as a result of the unusually messy legislative process
this year.

Taxes

The Governor vetoed state tax reform legislation
this year. As a result, Minnesota is significantly out of
conformity with new federal tax laws. Governor Dayton
released a plan that responded to federal changes in
early March, but Republican lawmakers waited until
May – less than three weeks before the Legislature’s
constitutional deadline. This left little time for public
input on a massive plan to overhaul the state tax code.
There is still time to address conformity between the
state and federal tax code before next year’s filing
season. If there is no conformity, Minnesotans will have
a more complicated filing process. Many Minnesotans
will see no changes to their state taxes, however those
who itemize their deductions will see an increase.
The vetoed tax bills would have also cut corporate
taxes, creating a nearly $200 million budget deficit by
the year 2021. The corporate rate cut was more than
twice the size of the individual income tax rate cuts in
this bill. This is on top of the 40% rate cut corporations
received at the federal level.

MNLARS

As many of you know, the Minnesota License and
Registration System (MNLARS) has been the source
of great frustration since its rollout last summer.
Consumers are forced to deal with unacceptable
delays for basic services. Under new leadership, the
Dept. of Information Technology rolled out a plan to
fix MNLARS and requested $30 million to do so. We
appropriated $9.65 million for the fix. I also supported
further funding to fix this problem, which was
unfortunately vetoed.

Opioid Stewardship Fee
A bipartisan coalition of lawmakers tried to address the
opioid epidemic by requiring pharmaceutical companies
to pay one penny for every opiate painkiller sold. A
“penny-a-pill” fee would generate $20 million annually
for treatment and local government costs. The Senate
approved a modified version of the bill containing a
registration fee on manufacturers and wholesalers
by a margin of 60-6, but Republican leadership killed
the bill in the House after strong opposition from the
pharmaceutical industry. As a result, taxpayers will
continue to shoulder 100% of the costs of the opioid
epidemic.

Disability Waiver Rate System Provider
Rates
The budget appropriated $27.6 million for the
Disability Waiver Rate System (DWRS) to increase the
reimbursement rates paid to providers of services for
people with disabilities. Lawmakers have authorized
multiple rate increases in the last few years. When
the federal government declined to match the state’s
investments as expected, it created a hole in the budget
that forces the state to cease rate increases beginning in
July 2018. The $27.6 million appropriation would ensure
that providers do not see a large rate decrease in the
coming months. These critical services are now facing
a 7% cut. I
supported the
appropriation
necessary
to prevent
this cut,
unfortunately
it was
ultimately
vetoed.

