
 

 

 
August 1, 2019 
 
 
The Honorable John H. Guthmann 
Minnesota Second Judicial District  
15 West Kellogg Boulevard., Suite 1470 
St. Paul, Minnesota  55102 
 
RE:  Northern Metals, LLC. vs. Laura Bishop, Minnesota Pollution Control Agency Commissioner 
and the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency 
 
Dear Judge Guthmann: 
 
We represent north and northeast Minneapolis in the Minnesota Legislature, including the 
areas around the Northern Metals facility located at 2800 N. Pacific Street in Minneapolis.  We 
believe Northern Metals has had ample time to prepare for the August 1, 2019 shutdown. In 
March 2017, they agreed to and signed the Consent Decree; therefore, extending operations at 
the Minneapolis facility beyond the date of August 1, 2019 is inequitable to our constituents 
and even more detrimental to their health.    
 
We have attended meetings and monitored the discussion related to the metal shredder at this 
location and the air quality in the area for many years.  We have heard our constituents raise 
issues of concern and have heard the response and promises from the company.  Allowing 
Northern Metals to continue operations will only add to our constituents’ grievances and 
contribute to the narrative that those who are supposed to listen do not.   
 
We are writing today to share with you the concerns of our constituents who are impacted by 
this decision, and we will continue to do everything in our power to ensure their voices are 
heard.  They are concerned about their health and the effects from the air pollution from 
Northern Metals.  The 55411 zip code where this facility is located has the highest asthma 
hospitalization rate in the state – five times higher than the state average.   
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The Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA) has stated that air quality in north 
Minneapolis is adversely affected by emissions from industrial and other sources.  According to 
the MPCA website, air pollution monitors in the area, including at this Northern Metal facility, 
have confirmed elevated levels for Total Suspended Particulates (TSP), lead concentrations, and 
heavy metal concentrations (including chromium, cobalt, and nickel) above chronic inhalation 
health risk benchmarks.  There is a large body of research showing that exposure to particulate 
matter and other air pollution can create serious health impacts and contribute to the high 
rates of hospitalization and emergency department visits due to asthma.   
 

All Minnesotans, including our constituents, deserve to be confident the air they breathe is 
clean and safe.  Shutting down the shredder operations will help the air quality in our area.   
 

Northern Metals states they could lose up to $10.5 million in revenue per month if they are 

required to cease the shredder operation at the Minneapolis location before the Becker site is 

operational.  With that amount of money in jeopardy, Northern Metals should have done a 

better job managing the timeline to ensure the project stayed on schedule so they could fulfill 

their commitments in the Consent Decree.  We do not believe our constituents’ health should 

continue to be put at risk due to Northern Metals’ lack of proactive effort to communicate and 

coordinate the work flow for their project.      

 

The August 1, 2019 deadline was negotiated and agreed to as part of the Consent Decree.  

Northern Metals acknowledges that it had not secured a location or the facility design details of 

a new site when it signed the Consent Decree.  They also mention that the permitting and 

construction schedule were discussed during the Consent Decree negotiations.  They made a 

business decision and signed the Consent Decree agreeing to the August 1st deadline.  Northern 

Metals should be held accountable and honor the agreement and that date. 

 

The lack of transparency from Northern Metals has created great disconnect between 

constituents and the company.  MPCA was not aware they were operating additional 

equipment when there were questions about pollution and environmental issues raised in the 

years before the Consent Decree was signed.  They did not inform any of us, or the residents in 

the Minneapolis area, that there were some possible complications with the Becker Project 

timeline.  The continued lack of transparency adds to our constituents’ distrust of the process 

and the company.   
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For the reasons and concerns stated above, we agree with the MPCA denial of the extension to 
cease operations.  We respectfully request the Court cease the metal shredder operations 
immediately upon the expiration of the dispute resolution process outlined in the Consent 
Decree, and we want an immediate resolution to minimize health impacts to our neighbors and 
constituents. 
 
We have been working to address air pollution and environmental justice for several years, and 

we are strongly committed to continuing to advocate on behalf of our constituents.  Please feel 

free to contact us if you have any questions.  Thank you for your time and consideration of this 

request.    

 
Sincerely, 
 

                        
Senator Bobby Joe Champion   Representative Raymond Dehn  
MN State Senate District 59   MN State House District 59B 
 
 

                    
 
Senator Kari Dziedzic    Representative Fue Lee 
MN State Senate District 60   MN State House District 59A 
 
 
 

                                                     
Representative Diane Loeffler  Representative Mohamud Noor 
MN State House District 60A   MN State House District 60B 
 



The Honorable Judge John H. Guthmann 
August 1, 2019 

Page 4 

 
 
 
Cc:  Governor Tim Walz 
 Attorney General Keith Ellison 

MPCA Commissioner Laura Bishop 
 Mr. Scott Helberg, Northern Metals 
 

Bottineau Neighborhood Association 
Hawthorne Community Council 
Marshall Terrace Neighborhood Organization  
McKinley Community  

 
 

 


