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Dear Neighbors,

Thank you for making my first biennium as 
a state senator one of the most rewarding 
endeavors of my life. Serving you has been my 
absolute pleasure, and I look forward to what 
the next biennium will bring.

Despite whatever disagreements may arise, I 
am always inspired by the senators, staff, and 
constituents who come to this building to make 
Minnesota a better place. We have all chosen to 
be here to play our part in preserving the past, 
savoring the present, and securing our future.

Building relationships with all of these 
wonderful people provides an incredible 
opportunity to learn.  We have a vast array 
of differing ideas that all exist under a single 
roof, and that can never be taken for granted. 
I have had my eyes opened on several issues, 
sometimes just because I was willing to step 
outside my comfort zone.

If there is anything I have learned during my 
first two years though, it’s that we all have room 
for improvement in this regard. Never stop 
listening to what others have to say, no matter 
how frustrating it may be. The conversation can 
light a fire that could change the world.

Sincerely,

Sen. Cwodzinski Priorities for 2019

The things we fight for at the legislature are about 
the children and their futures. I’m honored to serve to 
make sure my grandchild and all Minnesota kids have a 
brighter future.

Gun violence prevention 
The entire 2018 session came and went without any 
meaningful legislation even being considered that 
would prevent further acts of gun violence. Bills that I 
sponsored on universal criminal background checks, gun 
violence protection orders, and bans on bump stocks 
were never even given a hearing. This will be my number 
one priority for the next legislative session. The tide is 
turning, and I am confident that we can work together 
and get something done.

Opioid abuse prevention
Early in the session, a bipartisan bill on our opioid 
epidemic was proposed, which would require 
pharmaceutical companies to pay one penny for 
every opiate painkiller sold. A small cost to pay, which 
would pay huge dividends with the lives it would save. 
A modified version of this passed the Senate with 
overwhelming support, but unfortunately it failed to 
pass the House of Representatives.

We will come back for this next year. I hope never to see 
another former student of mine show up as an overdose 
statistic. Too many enthusiastic young lives are being lost 
for this to be ignored any longer.

Workforce shortage
Businesses are in dire need of talented workers, and 
our state can play an instrumental role in facilitating 
a solution. We need to increase funding for higher 
education so that it is more accessible for people of 
all income levels. We need to provide tax credits for 
businesses who pay for their employee’s education. We 
need to improve our labor standards to attract workers 
from other states. Minnesota was ranked the second-
best state for business this year, and furthering policies 
like these is the reason why.

Civic education
 One of my top priorities since I took office has been to 
require that all Minnesota high school students take 
a course in American Government as they prepare to 
become voting and tax-paying members of society. 
I was proud to see this provision included in the 
supplemental budget, but with that bill’s veto, we will 
have to come back to this issue next year. Given the 
bipartisan support for the idea, I am confident that 
2019 will be the year to get this done.



Thank you for the opportunity to serve

End of Session 2018 – Where Things Stand

Eye-Opening Moment: 
Press Conference with the Governor

Early on in May, Governor Dayton called for 
emergency school aid as many Minnesota school 
districts are facing budget shortfalls for the 
upcoming school year. While this proposal was not 
funded at the end of session, I was honored that 
Governor Dayton asked me to speak at the press 
conference when he announced his proposal. 

Knowing that the governor of our state valued my 
experience as an educator meant the world to me 
and being able to share the stage with him was the 
kind of experience that every high school civics 
teacher dreams about. I even got a hearty laugh out 
of Governor Dayton during my speech!

 

Eye-Opening Moment: 
Civics at the Shakopee                                  

Women’s Correctional Facility
At the end of March, I was given the opportunity 
to give a Civics 101 presentation during the 
Shakopee Women’s Correctional Facility’s annual 
Chautauqua. What I thought would be a lecture 
to educate them on American Government 
ended up becoming one of the greatest learning 
experiences of my life.

I think I learned more from the inmates than 
they did from me. Despite their current situation, 
they all showed an exceptional passion and 
exuberance for the civic process. If there is one 
thing I would take away from this moment, it is 
that we cannot be disenfranchising Minnesotans 
of their right to vote because of their past 
mistakes.

Education and Gun Violence 
While there was very little done this year on education 
policy, we had many vibrant discussions that will continue 
into the next biennium. School safety was at the top of that 
list, and while we did not pass any legislation to protect 
our kids from gun violence, I believe that next year we will 
be able to get this done. Action on this is well past due.

Most of the education bills we saw were things I do not 
agree with, but I appreciate having the discussion all the 
same. Included in the vetoed supplemental budget was 
a provision that would stifle free speech and create an 
overly-simplistic school rating system. I spoke out against 
both proposals on the floor, and I will always appreciate 
the fact that we live in a country where this kind of debate 
is encouraged.

Unfortunately, there was some good legislation in the bill 
as well. A bipartisan proposal on civic education made it 
into the bill, but it would have been nice to see it move 
separately so we could at least focus on the things we 
agreed on.

Health and Human Services
It is incredibly disappointing that legislation on opioid 
safety and elder care was not able to be signed into law 
this year. Both proposals had bipartisan support, but they 
ended up being included as part of a 990 page bill that the 
Governor had promised to veto due to other provisions. 
Like with education, I would have preferred to see us 
focus on the things we agree on. Still, we did lay a lot of 
groundwork for next year, so we should be able to hit the 
ground running.

Environment 

While I would have liked to see additional progress made 
on environmental protection, I am proud of the work we 
did this year. Environmental protection was one of the 
most common subjects of constituent emails, and together 
we prevented some incredibly harmful legislation from 
becoming law. Bills that would override environmental 
rules on both Sulfate and Nitrogen pollution were vetoed 
by Governor Dayton, and for that I am incredibly grateful.


