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Committees
Senator Hoffman serves on 

Agriculture, Rural Development, 
and Housing Policy; Energy 

and Utilities Finance and 
Policy; Family Care and Aging; 
and Human Services Reform        

Finance and Policy

Appointments
Since his election, Sen. Hoffman 

has been appointed to serve 
on the following councils and 
commissions: Chair of the MN 

Governor’s Developmental 
Disabilities Council, Trade Policy 

Advisory Council (co-chair), 
Legislative-Citizen Commission 

on Minnesota Resources, 
Workforce Development 

Council, Legislative Permanent 
School Fund Commission and 
the Mississippi River Parkway 

Commission

Sen. John Hoffman: 
Bills authored and passed

Dear Friends and Neighbors,
The 2019 legislative session adjourned on May 20, followed by a 
one day special session on May 24th to the morning of the 25th. 
As the only split legislature in the nation it took compromise to 
reach a deal but we now have a budget for the next biennium.
Of the legislation that made it into law this session, our E-12 
education system will get a 2% increase each year of the 
biennium. We passed strong protections against elder abuse to 
ensure our loved ones safety, lowered TEFRA fees for those with 
disabilities and by 2023 we will have eliminated the medical 
assistance spenddown for those with disabilities. Income taxes 
were lowered, the provider tax was protected, we provided more 
safety measures for  firefighters with the flame retartent bill, and 
enacted funding to secure our elections. It was a productive 
session.
Unfortunately, similar accord was not reached on other 
important issues. We have no bonding bill and no additional 
revenues to repair our roads. As we move into next session we 
will need to look at long term solutions to how we travel in 
Minnesota.
I am grateful to represent you and our communities through 
this process. Thank you for the honor of representing Champlin, 
Brooklyn Park, and Coon Rapid’s priorities at the Capitol—good 
schools, safe neighborhoods, quality roads, compassionate care 
for our elderly and people with disabilities, fair tax policy, and 
good-paying jobs are local values we all care about.
We must continue to work together on both sides of the aisle to
benefit District 36 and all the citizens of the state of Minnesota. 
Sincerely,

John Hoffman
State Senator for District 36

Senator John Hoffman, Senator Jerry Newton, and Senator Jim Abeler are pictured from left to right 
with Sen. Foung Hawj, Captain Si Nue Vang, Leutenant Charles Vue after receiving their medals of 
honor in appreciation to their support of the Hmong community.

Legislation brings equity to seniors                         
and people with disabilities

In the complicated world of Medical Assistance (MA), there 
exists several provisions which put seniors and persons with 
disabilities at a significant disadvantage. We worked in a bi 
partisan manner that addresses the inequities in the current 
Medical Assistance “spenddown” system. 
In 2015, I was the chief author of the MA spenddown bill and was 
able to get relief by increasing MA spenddown from 75% to 80%. 
I tried to get my colleagues to go to 100% and due to combined 
targets no new money was given. 
This session, I am one of the co-authors on a bill to get that to 
100%.  This would bring equity to people with disabilities and 
seniors who need MA, by increasing the income and asset limits 
for eligibility consistent with other MA eligible groups. 
Currently, if someone’s income is not at the poverty level, which 
is about $11,000 per year, they must spend roughly $2,200 (20 
percent) of their income on medical bills before they can receive 
coverage from MA. Increasing the spenddown would allow 
persons with disabilities and seniors to receive the health care 
they need without living in extreme poverty. All other groups on 
MA spend down to 100% of the poverty level. 
This legislation signed into law for 2022 will affect 40,000 
people with disabilities and seniors and will make it much easier 

Care Coordination: Children with complex 
medical conditions can require a multitude of 
services to live their best possible life. It is 
important that hospitals inform the individuals 
and organizations that for the child’s care 
team of what occurred at the hospital and what 
care will be needed afterwards. Legislation I 
passed will guarantee exactly that, so that no 
miscommunication or lack of communication 
causes a child harm. Instead, proper information 
to all of those involved will protect and provide 
the best opportunities for children with complex 
medical conditions in Minnesota.
Minnesota One Stop for Communities: I 
acquired funding to assist Minnesota One Stop 
for Communities. This is an organization that 
assists parents in navigating the various public 
systems, particularly when child services comes 
to their door. Their mentors are parents who 
have been through this process as well, so they 
understand the fears and concerns and how to 
address the situation to keep families together.
Champlin TIF Extension: TIF (Tax 
Increment Finance) designated land allows a 
city to estimate the future tax value of land after 
planned development. The city then invests in 
the development, and over a set amount of time 
can use the newly generated higher taxes of the 
property to pay itself back for its investment. 
I had originally had the Mississippi Crossings 
location designated a TIF district in 2014 for 
five years. Unfortunately, MnDOT had to 
utilize the location as a staging ground while 
building highway 169 from 2016 to 2018, so 
no developing could occur. Working with local 
officials I had the designation extended five 
additional years so that Champlin can fully 
develop the land and develop the beauty that is 
our city of Champlin.

for them to remain as independent as possible in their 
communities. When these people receive the care they 
need and maintain their financial independence, they can 
be more active members of our communities, which is 
good for everyone. 
I am proud to work on this and other proposals on behalf 
of people with disabilities. I know it can be complicated, 
but for people living through this incredible disparity it 
will be the difference between barely being able to pay 
their bills, and a life that’s a little more comfortable. 
Our work this year was about fairness and bringing 
equity to the world of MA eligibility. This will go a 
long way to improving the lives of tens of thousands of 
Minnesotans. 
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Health and Human Services

Health and Human Services Committee wrapped up 2019 with a photo 
of the committee members, ARC, and advocates.

Education

Important Work Not Finished
Working Toward Bipartisan Solutions

82% of Senator Hoffman’s bills were bipartisan

Some of the Local Bills Senator Hoffman authored:
SF 145: U.S. Highway #10 expansion bond issue and appropriation
SF214 Champlin tax increment financing district (TIF) project 
requirements modification and eligible expenditures
SF 539: I-94/U.S. Highway #10 Mississippi River crossing feasibility 
study appropriation

Budget Increase: Our E-12 system will receive a 2% 
increase each year of the biennium. The increase will 
provide Anoka Hennepin schools with $20 million in 
additional funding and Osseo an additional $13 million. 
While this is a step in the right direction, it is not the full 
3% that was being sought to ensure fair wages and properly 
outfitted classrooms. The greatest challenge is 2% does not 
match inflation and for schools that are already underfunded 
they are not properly caught up. To give some perspective 
on what 2% each year equals for the entire system, the first 
year would see a $126 increase and the second year it would 
total $255 which is per student for the entire year. Other 
provisions include:
Safe Schools: The conference report contains $30 million 
in one-time funds for school safety aid, contingent on the 
closing balance at the end of FY19 (June 30) exceeding the 
February forecast closing balance by $30 million and after 
$33 million in other contingent appropriations and transfers 
are made— roughly $33 per student. In short, there must be 
$63 million above the February forecast for the Safety aid to 
be available for the $33 million to go out to schools. Mental 
health education instruction and resource requirements 
change: Schools are now encouraged to provide mental 
health instruction for students in grades 4 (changed from 
grade 6) through 12 that align with local health standards.
Voluntary PreK and early education programs: The 
bill provides $46.7 million (FY20-21) to continue School 
Readiness Plus, which was implemented in the 2017 

Transportation: While Governor Walz hoped for a gas 
tax to help fund our roads, it did not pass this session. No 
bonding bill was passed either which means there are no 
additional funds to direct to our roads. Minnesota has some 
of the worst rated roads in our nation due particularly to our 
harsh winters, rated D+ by the American Society of Civil 
Engineers. While I believe there are multiple paths and tools 
to use in this situation, using none will not carry Minnesota 
into the future. We will need to work on robust, intentional 
solutions to ensure we repair and replace the most damaged 
parts of our transit system.
Paid Family and Medical Leave: Legislation to guarantee 
paid family and medical leave was heard and passed in 
the house but not in the Senate this year. No matter who 
you are or where you live, life changes for us all. Whether 
its having a child or taking care of a sick loved one it is 
devastating to have to choose between the income you use 
to care for your family, and being present to help them 
with physical needs. The bill would have outlined what 
situations qualified for paid family and medical leave, 
created an account and application process within the office 
of Employment and Economic Development, and protected 
workers from retaliation for utilizing such benefits. Next year 
this will come back to the legislature and our goal should be 
removing that conflict of caring for family or income.

I worked hard on protecting our most vulnerable this 
year and several bipartisan, strong policies many 
with the backing of robust funding made it into law 
this year. We corrected previous failures and created 
a stronger system for those who bear the most 
costs. Below are some of the strongest changes and 
enhancements we completed this year.
Restoring the cuts to disability services: Our 
direct care industry that takes care of individuals 
with disabilities has been suffering from low wages 
leading to lower and lower employee retention. This 
year we passed a 4.7% competitive workforce factor 
to the disability waiver rate system (DWRS) which 
addresses the previous 7% cut the system stuffered 
and makes being a direct support professional viable 
due to higher wages.
15% TEFRA Reduction: TEFRA is medical 
assistance coverage for children under 19 that are 
certified to have a disability and need a level of care 
similar to that provided in a hospital or nursing home. 
Parents pay on a sliding scale, but as they made more 
the costs went up dramatically. This will reduce some 
of that burden significantly.
Protecting Seniors and Vulnerable Adults: The 
legislation includes a licensing framework that 
authorizes the Department of Health (MDH) to inspect 
and fine facilities for violations; includes clarification 
and strengthening of the rights of individuals living in 
assisted living settings; and sets new requirements and 
protections for electronic monitoring.

It also contains full funding to implement the reforms, 
including money for licensing and enforcement staff and 
systems upgrades at MDH and Department of Human 
Services, 17 new positions at the Ombudsman for Long- 
Term Care, and new data analysis.
Opioids: This year a fee on opiate manufacturers will be 
instated. The revenue generated from this fee goes to a new 
account created to fund a comprehensive treatment and 
prevention effort across the state. This will save lives and 
give those most damaged by opiates a chance to restore 
their lives and move forward.

session. The continued investment will ensure that 4,000 
PreK seats will be available to young learners past July 1.
Special education cross subsidy: The agreement includes 
$90 million to hold the special education cross subsidy 
flat and reduce the per pupil cross subsidy amount to 
$820. Education is a constitutional right for all students. 
All means all. Tuition reimbursement payments for open 
enrolled students will be reduced to 85% in FY2021, 80% in 
FY2022, and 75% for FY2023 and beyond. The FY20 rate is 
set at 90%; also, 100% of the district costs for transportation 
services will be reimbursed.

SF540: I-94/U.S. Highway #10 Mississippi River 
crossing project development appropriation
SF 782: U.S. Highway #10 from Coon Rapids to 
Anoka expansion bond issue and appropriation
SF 1554: Champlin Mississippi Point Park 
improvements bond issue and appropriation
SF 2511: Independent school district #279, Osseo; 
single-member school board election districts 
establishment
SF 2640: Anoka County housing support 
provider supplemental rate establishment

Other Bipartisan authored Bills:
SF 285: Large animal veterinarian loan 
forgiveness program appropriation
SF 1218: Population eligible to be served with 
housing access grant funding modification
SF 1612: Maternal Mental Health Awareness 
Month designation

Emergency Insulin Program: Everyone has seen the rise 
of Insulin costs in the news and its impact on our citizens 
who rely on it for basic survival. The emergency insulin 
program (also known as the Alec Smith Insulin Act) would 
provide emergency insulin available to those in need that 
would be funded by a small fee on insulin manufacturers. 
Despite heavy bipartisan support this bill did not make it 
through to the Governor’s desk. Until we put proper safety 
nets in place and get the cost of insulin under control 
our family, friends and fellow Minnesotans are going to 
continue to suffer and worse, potentially die.
Trichloroethylene (TCE) ban: A ban on the use of TCE 
did not make it through the process this session. The ban 
was proposed following revelations that a White Bear 
Township manufacturer vented TCE into the air at unsafe 
levels for several years. Although the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency classifies TCE as a human carcinogen 
and a developmental toxin, it is still in wide use in the 
United States as a metal degreaser. The ban passed the 
Senate as an amendment to the environment finance bill 
on a voice vote, but it was not included in the final Senate/ 
House agreement on the bill. Of all the issues we have 
to worry about on a day to day basis, our air being safe 
shouldn’t be one of them.


