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May 7, 2021 
 
The Honorable Chairman Gary H. Dahms 
Minnesota State Senate 
95 University Avenue W. 
Minnesota Senate Bldg., Room 2111 
St. Paul, MN 55155 
 
Dear Chairman Dahms, 
 
The Automotive Recyclers Association (ARA) appreciates the opportunity to submit the following 
comments on catalytic converter anti-theft legislation. Our association greatly appreciates your 
concern and interest in combatting catalytic converter theft. Collectively, as an industry, 
automotive recyclers are one of the largest owners of motor vehicles in the United States and have 
fallen prey to catalytic converter theft. Many of our members have fallen prey to catalytic converter 
thieves at their facilities and in cases where their businesses have purchased vehicles only to 
discover that the catalytic converters have already been stolen. The cost to our members has been 
extremely great and effective legislation addressing catalytic converter theft needs to be passed as 
soon as possible to protect individuals and businesses that own vehicles.  
 
ARA respectfully requests that the Commerce and Consumer Protection Finance and Policy 
Committee support the language contained in SF. 2491 and use it as a replacement for the 
language on catalytic converter purchases currently contained in SF. 972. Unlike SF. 972, 
SF. 2491 creates a climate of accountability and transparency surrounding the purchase and 
sale of detached catalytic converters – SF. 2491 will deter catalytic converter theft. 
 
I. ARA supports the International Association of Auto Theft Investigators’ six policy 

points for effective catalytic converter anti-theft legislation and SF. 2491 meets the 
requirements of all six policy points. 

 
Catalytic converters have become an ideal target for criminals due to the significant value of 
the precious metals contained within the vehicle part and the fact that catalytic converters are 
unmarked and cannot be traced back to the vehicle from which they were removed from. In 
order to assist law enforcement in creating effective catalytic converter anti-theft legislation, ARA 
has been working closely with the International Association of Auto Theft Investigators’ (IAATI) 
Subcommittee on Catalytic Converter Theft – of which ARA is a member. As part of IAATI’s 
work to fight the epidemic of catalytic converter theft and draft model legislation, IAATI passed 
a resolution highlighting six policy points that are necessary for effective catalytic converter anti-
theft legislation. SF. 2491 meets the six policy points as opposed to the language contained in SF. 
972. IAATI’s six policy points for effective catalytic converter anti-theft legislation are as follows: 
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1. Identify with certainty the person selling the Catalytic Converter; 
 

2. Identify with certainty the vehicle from which the Catalytic Converter was removed; 
 

3. Require a traceable payment and prohibit cash transactions; 
 

4. Require records of Catalytic Converter transactions be maintained and made 
accessible to Law Enforcement upon request; 

 
5. The penalty for not meeting the above requirements needs to be a sufficient deterrent. 

 
6. The Environmental Protection Agency (or an equivalent official entity with 

appropriate jurisdiction) governs what specific Catalytic Converters can be sold in 
that market. If requirements 1 – 4 above are satisfied, theft is not considered an issue. 

 
II. Unlike SF. 972, SF. 2491 will require all entities dealing in the purchase and/or sale 

of catalytic converters to identify with certainty the person selling the catalytic 
converter. 
 

In order to combat catalytic converter theft through accountability and transparency surrounding 
the purchase and sale of detached catalytic converters, the identity of an individual selling a 
detached catalytic converter must be known and recorded. SF. 2491 requires the owner of a 
detached catalytic converter to mark a detached catalytic converter with the vehicle identification 
number or stock number of the catalytic converter and provide a scrap metal dealer with a copy of 
the donor vehicle’s title or registration to demonstrate ownership over the property. This 
information substantiates the identity of the individual selling a detached catalytic converter and 
ensures they legally own the vehicle part. 
 
Furthermore, SF. 972 does not adequately address the need to know the identity of a seller of a 
detached catalytic converter. This is due to the fact that the information required to be recorded 
when purchasing a detached catalytic converter in SF. 972 is limited by Minn. Stat. § 325E.21 
Subdiv.1b(C), which allows records not to be made when a catalytic converter is purchased by 
certain business entities typically engaged in the sale of catalytic converters. This existing statutory 
provision, and subsequently SF. 972, does not help prevent the “washing” or “fencing” of stolen 
catalytic converters because the identity of the seller of a catalytic converter will not be recorded. 
 
III. SF. 2491 will allow law enforcement to catch catalytic converter thieves by requiring 

detached catalytic converters to be marked with a vehicle identification number or 
stock number, which complies with IAATI’s second policy point. 

 
Unlike the language in SF. 2491, SF. 972 would not provide law enforcement with the tools needed 
to combat catalytic converter theft. Catalytic converters are an ideal target for criminals due to the 
significant value of the precious metals contained within the vehicle part and the fact that 
unmarked catalytic converters cannot be traced back to the vehicle from which they were 
removed. SF. 2491 requires a person with a detached catalytic converter to mark the catalytic 
converter with the vehicle identification number of the car from which it was removed and the date 
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the catalytic converter was removed. Under SF. 2491, detached catalytic converters must be 
permanently marked with the vehicle identification number or a number traceable back to its 
vehicle of origin. This will allow law enforcement to determine if a detached catalytic converter 
is legally obtained and law enforcement will be capable of tying a catalytic converter back to the 
vehicle from which it was stolen off of. 
 
In addition, by requiring detached catalytic converters to be marked with the date of removal 
along with a vehicle identification number or stock number, law enforcement will be able to stop 
and catch individuals camped out in parking lots that are buying stolen catalytic converters. If 
the detached catalytic converter is not marked, law enforcement can take action and make arrests. 
The language in SF. 972 does not require detached catalytic converters to be marked, which is 
an essential tool law enforcement needs to combat catalytic converter theft. The language in SF. 
972 addressing catalytic converter purchases does not provide law enforcement with meaningful 
tools to combat catalytic converter theft.  
 
IV. SF. 972 will prohibit the legal resale of EPA compliant used original equipment 

manufactured catalytic converters as repair parts. 

SF. 2491 ensures that Minnesota vehicle owners will be benefited from the ability to continue to 
repair their vehicle with EPA compliant used original equipment manufacturer (OEM) catalytic 
converter. However, SF. 972 will prohibit automotive recyclers from reselling EPA compliant 
used OEM catalytic converters as repair parts because they will only be recognized as scrap 
metal and not as the valuable vehicle repair part they currently are. One of ARA’s members, 
and one of the most professional automotive recycling operations in the country, is located in 
St. Cloud, Minnesota and they resell EPA compliant used OEM catalytic converters.  

Current federal law permits used OEM catalytic converters to be used as vehicle repair parts as 
long as they comply with the EPA’s 1986 enforcement policy.1 The policy goal behind the creation 
of the 1986 Catalyst Policy was to allow consumers to have access to less expensive yet still 
effective replacement catalytic converters, which would give vehicle owners more incentive to 
replace their worn-out converters, thus keeping our air cleaner.2  

In comparison to EPA compliant used OEM and aftermarket replacement catalytic converters, new 
OEM catalytic converters are expensive to replace and the replacement part alone (not counting 
labor costs) could cost well over $1,000 depending on the year make and model of the vehicle. For 
example, the price of a new OEM catalytic converter for a 2015 Chevrolet Silverado can cost 
$1,511.69 and the cost of only one of the two catalytic converters on a 2015 Ford F-150 is costs 
$660.11. Therefore, it is important that vehicle owners in Minnesota continue to maintain the 
ability to repair missing/stolen or nonfunctioning catalytic converters with used OEM catalytic 
converters that are EPA compliant. EPA compliant used OEM catalytic converters are effective 
in reducing vehicle exhaust pollutants. By adopting the language in SF. 972 over that in SF. 2491, 
victims of catalytic converter theft will be unable to purchase affordable repair catalytic converters 

 
1 Sale and Use of Aftermarket Catalytic Converters, 51 Fed. Register 28114 (August 5, 1986). 
2 U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Office of Air and Radiation, EPA-420-F-00-101, What You Should Know 
About Using, Installing, Or Buying Aftermarket Catalytic Converters (September 2000). 
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– resulting in a double hit from the initial theft and the extremely expensive cost of replacing a 
catalytic converter. 

V. Conclusion 
 
Since 1943, the Automotive Recyclers Association (ARA) has represented professional 
automotive recyclers, a vibrant and thriving part of the automotive supply chain. ARA’s mission 
is to advance the automotive recycling industry and promote its beneficial effects on society. 
ARA and its members are dedicated to the efficient removal and re-utilization of ROE-Recycled 
Original Equipment® which are genuine original equipment manufacturer (OEM) automotive 
parts – and the safe recycling of inoperable motor vehicles.   
  
Automotive recyclers process over 12 million vehicles per year, making automobiles the most 
recycled item in the world. The automotive recycling industry is in the top 20 largest in the U.S., 
valued at an estimated $32 billion dollars annually. Professional automotive recycling facilities 
play an important role in the economic marketplace, providing a counterbalance to more expensive 
new replacement parts and ensuring competition in the automotive vehicle replacement parts 
market.   
  
In addition to the critical role they play in the automotive supply chain and automotive vehicle 
replacement parts market, professional automotive recyclers play a valuable role in the efficient, 
environmentally friendly recycling of inoperable motor vehicles. Automotive recycling preserves 
natural resources, reduces the demand for scarce landfill space, and plays an important role in 
reducing air and water pollution.  
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this important matter. As the voice of the 
professional automotive recycling industry, the Automotive Recyclers Association appreciates the 
opportunity to submit these comments concerning catalytic converter theft and its impact on the 
community. Please feel free to call or e-mail if you have any questions, or if you would like any 
additional information concerning the issues raised in these comments. 
 
Sincerely,  
 

Sandy Blalock  

Sandy Blalock  
Executive Director   
(505) 228-0401  
sandy@a-r-a.org   
Automotive Recycling Association  
9113 Church Street. Manassas, VA 20110 


