
 
Provisions in Catalytic Converter Bill – SF 2491 
 

This legislation would: 

 

• make it a crime for an individual to possess a used converter not attached to a car, unless 

the converter is marked with the VIN number of the car it was removed from and the date 

removed (whether with permanent ink or engraving or other permanent marking) or an 

alternative number that law enforcement can immediately link to a VIN. The penalty for 

illegal possession would roughly track the penalties for theft. 

 

• prohibit anyone from buying a used catalytic converter, other than a licensed scrap metal 

dealer. The penalty for purchasing converters by an unlicensed buyer would also track the 

level of theft penalties. Catalytic Converters that are EPA compliant for use as 

replacement parts would be exempted and could be purchased by others, such as auto 

repair shops or auto parts stores. 

 

• prohibit purchase of used catalytic converters that are not marked with the VIN numbers 

of the cars they came from, and without the title or registration. The scrap metal dealer 

would need to report this information to a database for law enforcement.  

 

• require scrap metal dealers to hold the converters for a week and require payments to 

buyers be held for five days and mailed to the buyer or electronically deposited so there 

would be a paper trail for law enforcement. No cash sales. 

 

• treat used catalytic converters that are not attached to a vehicle and without the VIN, as 

contraband. 

 

The difference that would make this legislation so effective is that you would no longer need to 

prove theft, because it would become a crime simply to possess a used converter that does not 

have the proper identification tying it to the vehicle it came from. People who are legitimately 

removing converters from cars (auto salvage businesses, auto repair shops, etc.) could easily 

comply with the law simply by writing the VIN on a converter when they remove it.  

 

The crime of unlawful possession is clear. It is easy to enforce, and if a thief tries to circumvent 

it by writing a number on a stolen converter, law enforcement can either pin it to the car it was 

stolen from, or if it is a fake or false VIN, they can prosecute for that as well.  

 

The penalties for illegal possession would be roughly equivalent to the penalties for theft, though 

it would be administratively easier, because it takes a lot of time to determine the replacement or 

market value of each used converter.  

 

The legislation creates a “paper trail” that separates honest possession and sales from illegal 

ones.  

 

Almost no converters are currently marked with VIN numbers, but going forward, every 

converter would be marked as soon as separated from the car by a legal owner or business. 

Circumvention by thieves would be extremely difficult.  

 

https://www.revisor.mn.gov/bills/text.php?number=SF2491&version=latest&session=ls92&session_year=2021&session_number=0
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